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Project Basic Information

Project title

POLICY ANSWERS: “Ré&l POLICY making,
implementation ANd Support in the WEsteRn
BalkanS”

Project funding

Project duration
Project partnership
Project officer
Project coordinator
Project contact
Project website

Project social media

Coordination and Support Action under Horizon
Europe WIDERA-2021-ACCESS-06-01 Support for R&l
policy making in the Western Balkans; Grant Agreement
10105887

48 months: March 2022 - February 2026

14 partners + wide stakeholder network

Bernhard Fabianek, DG Research & Innovation
Elke Dall, Centre for Social Innovation

policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu

www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu
@WBInfoHub



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-widera-2021-access-06-01
mailto:policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu
http://www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu/

POLICY ANSWERS objectives ...

Organising policy dialogue events such as Ministerial and Steering Platform meetings and ad-hoc
policy coordination meetings, offering room for exchange about policy implementation.

Supplying an information hub and web platform, www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu, addressing R&l,
Education, Culture, Youth and Sport in the Western Balkans to enable better information sharing,
create opportunities for joint actions and get the WB closer to EU policy making.

Carrying out analytical activities such as mapping of relevant institutions, programmes, initiatives,
needs and common priorities in the Western Balkans, and monitoring ongoing activities related to
the implementation of the WB Agenda

Designing informed policy recommendations to decision makers in the region, addressing the EU’s
key priorities such as: digitalization, green economy and health, and aligning them.

Implementing regional pilot activities which reach out directly to academia, industry and civil
society, in order to strengthen links between academia and industry in the WB region, and to support
mobility of researchers within the area. Targeted actions will also be taken to increase the visibility
of Western Balkans research infrastructures in the wider European research landscape.



The POLICY ANSWERS consortium

Coordinator: Centre for Social Innovation from Austria

Other beneficiaries from:

Albania

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Kosovo*

Montenegro

Serbia

Austria, Croatia, Germany and Italy
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POLICY ANSWERS key highlights

~ Ministerials and Steering Platforms

- Analytical support (monitoring WB
POLICY DIALOGUE ALIGNING PRIORITIES Agenda 1mplementat10n , ERA
Ministerial meetings Digital @ PROJECT MANAGEMENT profl les)

SP meetings Green
Ad-hoc meetings Health

- Support to align with instruments
(e.g. missions and partnerships) in
relation to digital and green

MONTORING for CAPACITY BUILDING & SUPPORT transition and healthy societies

Mapping BiH

Monitaring Kosovo* - Start of a capacity building
ERA Profiles Montenegro

F0195i9th ‘ North Macedonia programme
Policy briefs Serbia . . o ey
- Preparation for pilot activities

- Regular interactions with Project
Advisory Board

-~ Information exchange via
www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu



http://www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu/

Links to EUSDR

e The Western Balkans Info Hub has been selected as
one of the Danube Flagship Projects in 2024

* Danube Strategy Flagships are key projects or
initiatives that support the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region (EUSDR) by fostering macro-
regional cooperation and multi-level governance.

* POLICY ANSWERS is actively promoting the
activities of the EUSDR, since the Danube Region
Strategy area also includes Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Montenegro, and Serbia in the Western Balkans.



Latest collaboration with EUSDR

L= PoLICY

S answers  EHE v " strateay
 POLICY ANSWERS Webinar: Smart 2 arch 2025
SpeCialisation in EU Enlargement SmartSpeciaIisationinEUEnIargem:)::C(:(:;Ltries
Countries (co-organised with EUSDR PA7)
* This webinar explored the state of play of

RIS3 in the region, cooperation potential
and pathways for strengthening joint i ool
initiatives and R&I excellence.

Viktor Lazar Dijana

Fabbri Nedovié Zivkovié Strbac
Economic and Policy Director of The Head of the Researc| h Associate,
Analyst, European Serbia Accelerating Innovation Economics  Institute of Economic
Commission - Joint Innova tion Department, Sciences, Belgrade;
Research Centre and Growth Research Associate, EUSDR Priority Area 7
Ent neurship Institute of Economic  (Knowledge Society)

Project (SAIGE) Sciences, Belgrade

Support Team Member



Project Main Achievements/Expected Results

Supporting Steering Platforms and Ministerial Meetings

] © 30March

Meeting of the Western Balkans
Flatlarm on Research and
Inmoeation

@ 1June

Jaint Masating of the Wastarm
Balkorns Platforms on Reseorch and
Innovation & Education and Tralning
& Culture

27=28 Junga

Mlimistaricl Hl.l'rlg of the Wastern Balkans
Staaring Fatfarms on Culture & Research

ﬁEﬁ and innovation & Education ard Training
[ Tirana)

31 March
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Mlil'ﬂ'll'l'lg ol the Weasiarn Balkons
Platicoms on Education and Training
& Research and innowation

Meating of the Weastarn Balkans
Platforma on Educoticn and
Training & Research and
IrrEveticn

@ © 27 March

and Regaarch
Innoection

Meseting of the Weastan
Balkans Platform on
Education and Trainl

and

@n 4 September

Joint Meating of the
Westerr Balkans
Stearing Platforms
on Educotion and
Training, Research
and Innovation, and
Culture

[ o

3-4 June

Mesting of the Westarn
Balkans Steering
Platforms on Culturg,
Education and Training
& Resaarch and
Innovation [Skopje)

31 January

d &%

bderestinug of the Western Balkons
Platfarms on Education and Training &

Research and nnovaton

29 Sep~-10ct
Bdinistarial I'.llll'ng
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Project Main Achievements

Monitoring the implementation of the Western Balkans
Agenda

Two monitoring rounds already implemented (2023, 2024)

The monitoring is organised around six dimensions,

measuring the progress in implementing the WB Agenda:
* Research and innovation
e Digital competitiveness ,

Environment

Education and skills
Youth, culture, sports

e Common regional market



Project Main Achievements

Monitoring process

Methodology Example:
Target -> Political:
[ EU Priorities j Reforms in the region in the field of science
I and research are supported
Achievement:

Western Balkans Steering Platform
meetings on R&l

Indicator: Number of SP meetings
organised; Number of participants (political

I and technical level)

Achievements described by indicators




Project Main Achievements

* Short and long reports for p— ;
the monitoring period = -
2022/23, published between _
May and November 2023 = v f@ e

* New reports based on the e
“New ERA” reporting == - = - A B ===
covering 2023, published in ~ [E= — ==&

May 2024




Project Main Achievements

Policy Brief: The Western Balkans on the Road
to Framework Programme 10

e Various governments, associations, and institutions
have proposed changes to improve the effectiveness
of the upcoming EU Framework Programme (FP10).

* The Policy Brief presents recommendations gathered
in the first half of 2024 from the WB region.

* POLICY ANSWERS contributes to this discussion by
providing recommendations from the Western
Balkans (WB), based on desk research, surveys, and
key informant interviews.

Policy Brief
The Western Balkans
on the Road to FP10

o ;-: POLICY ANSWERS

Participating in the diacusaion on the mext Framewark Pragramme
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Project Main Achievements
Capacity Building Programmes

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Support for preparation of Horizon Europe partnerships and proposals.
Capacity building in research management and administration.

Capacity building in monitoring and evaluation.

Multisectoral approach to digitalisation, green agenda and healthy societies.
Building and strengthening the academia-industry linkages.

Assistance in (co)creating policy documents.

Support to Open Science.

Support to the development of a Smart Specialisation Strategy.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

MONTENEGRO

Training for Preparation of Applications for Horizon Europe Projects.
Training for Implementing Horizon Europe Projects in Montenegro.
Training for implementation of the Circular Economy Principles in Montenegro.

Training to Support the Development of Sustainable Agriculture and the Food Value Chain in
Montenegro.

SERBIA

Strengthening the capacity of the business sector for digital skills.

Green Transformation: New skills required to master the green transition.

Improving project proposal writing skills.

Training sessions on Programme evaluation: Evaluation practices in policies and programmes.

ALBANIA

Training programme at universities to prepare and implement GEPs.
Support participation in Horizon Europe.

Support to promote EU funding for companies.

Supporting WB Agenda requirements on S3 implementation.
Promotion of innovation opportunities related to the blue economy.




Project Main Achievements

Identified needs and capacity building actions

* Implemented in all six economies

* The capacity building actions co-
designed with stakeholders across
the region cover topics from green

ALL 29 CAPACITY BUILDING SUPPORT ACTIONS

COULD BE CLASSIFIED INTO FIVE BROAD TOPICS:

1. Capacity building and technical assistance in policy design, implementation, monitoring an d d |g|ta I t rans |t|0 n, ertl N g Of H E
and evaluation.

2. Support for participation in EU programmes. an d Ot h e r E U fu n d ed p I’.O posa IS’ .

3. Specific support to universities and technology transfer activities. monitorin g an d evd I uation fO ' PO I ICY

4. Specific support to the business sector, H

S. General training sessions for quadruple helix actors in the area of circular economy, ma ke r's tO ge n d ere q ua l Ity

blue growth and health society.

* Hands on and practical training
events, workshops, mentoring visits
discussions and study visits.



Project Main Achievements
Ongoing capacity building activities

Upcoming activities include:

* Info days (e.g. hybrid MSCA Info Day in Albania)

* Trainings (e.g. on how to prepare and manage projects related to EU Economic Grow
Plan in Kosovo)

 Workshops (e.g. Monitoring and Evaluation workshops in Serbian university centers)

e Study visits (e.g. peer learning study visit on support programmes and policies for
research, innovation, start-ups and sustainability by stakeholders from North
Macedonia)

* Consultations (e.g. fact finding and needs assessment on libraries es enablers of
scientific research in the era of open science in BiH)

* Videos and infographics (e.g. Green talks in Kosovo)



Project Main Achievements

The Western Balkans Regional e
Innovation Academy (WB RIA) platform Foster your innovation
was designed (existing educational

materials processed and made available ===
on the WB Info Hub which have the e e e

potential to enhance the innovation
capacity in the region.

A training programme and resources’
catalogue on gender mainstreaming

The resources are grouped into four main categories

and inclusiveness of R&l ~n N - |

: : . AP & YA £ - MLe:
policy, programmes and projects is R ] e g ‘%%‘
u n d e r p re pa rati O n Wh iC h Wi I I be u Sefu I Tools | | Insights B | I.uctumsulll;dcnur;o-s casas;ud-ia:

for policy makers, academia, research
community and other relevant
stakeholders.

Read more Read more Reod more




Project Main Achievements

* Western Balkans Mobility Scheme in operation
* 23 early-career researchers are working at their hosting
institutions to advance their research in this period

‘ l—
S, & POLICY ANSWERS

v 2

Research e T e Iy N

Western lcll(am Mobility Scheme

ll"l MOtIOﬂ for Early-Career Researchers

143'9 52€ Tatal funding sum

™

20 August

Review process
completed

Steering Group

© 26 June © 10 September
31 #epicotions suominea Virtual meeting of the
3 Applications found to be aligible and
enterad the review process

applications granted
and contract sigred

24

Western
Balkans
Mobility
Scheme



Project Main Achievement

Western Balkans Innovation Vouchers currently evaluated

V2
S 3 POLICY ANSWERS

Hm

THISISNOT e | ) .
BUSINESS 4 dl .
ASUSUAL |

Hm
Improve your business! |
The POLICY ANSWERS Em }
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Western Balkans Innovation
Vouchers promote

e Western " B /
Balkans

 Innovation

‘";f?.uchers




Project Main Achievements

Vi
=' o POLICY ANSWERS

Western Balkans R&l Youth Awards

* Open call for participation:
Western Balkans ResearCh & Inspire the next generation. |c,:qlllfor;murt:cﬁwution
1 rizes of up to

Innovation Youth Awards Win a prize for yourimpact! . 500

e Several awards with a total
amount of EUR 18,000

* Deadline: 18 April 2025




Existing Cooperations/Synergies

* POLICY ANSWERS actively engages

with the macro-regional strategies —— e
EUSDR and EUSAIR and related BNy A DANUBE REGION
INTERREG programmes, the Regional SEAREGION  prosperty through Diersty

Cooperation Council, the Rectors
Conferences, etc.

AR,
o~ 4 SN 2
v _ y, B EU STRATEGY FOR
THE AIDINE DECIC

AN .
e
S CInN
< \hn ALPINE REGION
NG

* The Project Advisory Board includes ) I)
members of RCC, DG RTD, DG JRC, Pcdenhi o AR
DG EAC, DG REGIO, DG CNCT, DG B
NEAR, DG AGRI, etc.



Join us promoting our events

Y,
S T POLICY ANSWERS

Upcoming webinar

WEBINAR 11

How to become active
in EU partnerships:
The approach of Turkiye

How to Become Active in EU
Partnerships, the Approach

> H Serhat Melik
Of Tu r k I ye H:i:onaEurop: r:otionul Contact Point for Cluster 5:

Climate, Energy & Mobility (TUBITAK)

000

K#WBvisionQOBO

24 April 2025
15:00-16:00 CET

24 April 2025, online




Visit our website www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu

News, events and calls announcements are published by the project team on a
daily base. We are happy to receive inputs from the community via
info@westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Vi
Poweredby * o POLICY ANSWERS

Welcome to the 9
Western Balkans
Info Hub

We are here to provide you with valuable information on research,
technology, innovation, education, culture, youth, and sports in the Western
Balkans region. Our hub, proudly funded by the European Union, aims to
support the exchange of high-quality information and foster a bi-regional
dialogue on various topics.



Monthly newsletters — Subscribe
Cooperate with us on upcoming newsletter topics

Subscribe — westernbalkans-infohub.eu

Updates from the Western Balkans

From Mobility to

Opportunity: How N
Erasmus+ Shapes Lives 2 S

and Careers in the Western N
Balkans

Highlights
ED AnnNe ws

@
Y

SUBSCRIBE ) to the Western Balkans Info Hub now!



https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/subscribe/

Check out our results
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Contact us:

Thank youl!

policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu
sanjap.pantic@pupin.rs

E ST E R N https:/fwwrw. facebook. comMWEBInfoHub
BA L KA N S hittps: /M. com/wbinfohub

I n f o H u b hittps:/fwwew. linkedin.com/company/whinfohub/

POWERED BY
- = POLICY ANSWERS www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu
\




